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Tur State Teschors' Association has
been highly gratified with the suocess
whioh has attended the poliey of giving
that body a fixed habitation. By thia
sensible arrangement the society has ex-
ohanged the oharacteristics of a tramp for
those of a well-to-do oitizen. The asso-
oiation has voled to hold its next annual
meeting at Montpealier, the third which
will have been successively—and we have
no doubt succeasfully—held at the capital
of the state, the proper point for the
meeting of a state organization. The
time at which the meeting shall be oalled
in left in the discretion of the exeoutive
committee. On all accounts it would seem
that the time should be during the session
of the legislature, and during the second
week of the session. That will be a period
before the legislative machinery haa be-
come preccoupled with its work, and before
the nocommodations of the town have been
fully monopolized by the accessories of a
legislative nssembly. Educational matters
conoarning which it should be thought
desirable to ask for lagislation conld thus
be brought directly to the attention of the
general assembly by the body which repre-
gents the eduoational interests and through
the men who are familiar by constant
and personal contact with the educational
condition of the state. Prominent state
officials and members of the legislature
interestad in the public aud the higher
sehools and inatitutions of learning would
lend their presence and their assistance to
make the meetings intéresting and bene-
oinl. The time would favor a very large
attendance., In ways which need not
be enumerated but which will suggest
themselves to any one devoting a mo-
ment's reflection to the matter, the oc-
easion could be seized to bring abont
not only one of the most useful and at-
tractive gatherings for the teachers but
one also which can be made to have a
great and far-reaching influence for good
upon the common schools of the state.
Mediecal and other soocieties meet at Mont-
pelier during the legislative session and it
would seem that the eduoational society,
without citing precedents, should have
ampls and decisive rensons for meeting at
that time, In this connection it is further
suggested that the meeting be called one
day earlier in the week so that a final ad-
journment may be reached Friday even-
ing instead of Saturday noon. The clos-
ing exercises will not by this arrangement
be held before an audience decimated and
demoralized by departures Saturday morn-
ing in order to get home before Sunday.

e

The Associated Teachers.

The friends and supporters of the State
Teachers’ Association looked forward to
the meeting held here last week with
some anxiety, The association had be-
come decrepit in the years of its early
manhood. Fresh vigor seemed to have
been nursed into the organization at the
extra session in December. Was the life
then displayed merely galvanic energy, or
would it prove to be a resuscitation by
natural agencies ¥ At that time there
were not wanting signs that the almost
phenomenal exhibition of vitality was
really attributable to an infusion of new
blood and would be enduring. The prom-
ise upheld by that midwinter session has
been redeemed. The state educational
society has shaken off its unnatural
drowsiness. In has become a living and
animated body, and is bestirring itself in
the interest of the languishing cause it
was organized to foster. It has found
new leaders and new weapons for the ef-
fective warfare it waged under the ban-
ners of men like J. 8. Adams and James
K. Colby, the chevaller Bayard and the
Mentor of the youth of Vermont less than
a generation ago. Theassociation has dem-
onstrated its right to an existence. The
recent meeting was conspicuous especially
for the number and the representative
character of the attendance. All ranks,
from the girlish sohool mistress of the re.
mote hillside district, to the college pro-
fessor and the college president were
represented. School officials, committees,
town and oity superintendents and the
general public remembered the occasion
and were either interested spectators or
active participants in the exercises. Not
the lenst gratifying and profitable feature

of the meeting was the part taken and the

valuable services rendered by the distin-
guished educational workers from other
states, For their disinterested services

they have the grateful and appreciative

recognition, not of an educational associa-

tion only, but of & community, of the en-

tire state,

The meeting of the association was sue-
This i not saying that it was as
succeasful as it might have been, or was
In some im-
portant particulars it was disappeinting,
The reason appears to lie in the fact that
It was the old
complaint. Formerly the programme of
the association had been loaded down with
subjects for essays and discussions. No

ceasful.

reasonably expected to be,

too much was attempted.

one of the topics, not even thoss of practi

onl value, received, or could receive, the
attention in matter or manner which its
The programme
for the December meeting presented less
than half the usual number of subjeots.
The immense improvement in the interest
and in the benefits derived [rom a pro-
longed and sifting dissoussion was in-

importance demanded.

atantly apparent, This was the subjsc

of frequent and commendastory remark,
and the opinion was frequently expressed,
as the resull of the experience on that ce-
easion, that the programme could profita.

&g‘fatrlma;f & Jaumail. |

bly be still farther out down, In the face
of the obvious advantages scerming from
the course of action followed for the win.
tar meeting, for the late gathering the re-
formatory machinery was reversed. From
Wednesday evening to Saturday noon
twenty-three formal addresses, on quite as
many Adifferent topics, were arranged.
Morning, afternoon and evening the tide
of preaching from educational texts flowed
on, withont a relieving hymn or experience
meeting. Two sermons for oune day in
seven is considered a generous allowance
of theologic pabulum. An audience of
#ohool marms and masters that could di-
gest twenty-three formal discourses on
miseellaneous subjects, with more or less
of general exhortation, in about two and
one-half days, must have been oredited
with an intellectual organism as energetic
as the stomach of an ostrich. So many
suhjects, even if it were desirable to oon-
sider all of them at any time, could not be
profitably discussed in so short a time.
There was a waste of time and strength
that, with grest advantage, might have
been devoted to elucidating to young and
expectant teachers the fhethods by which
auccessful instruction can best be con-
veyed, The reading olnsses introduced
at the December sssaion gave a hint of the
possibilities which exist in this feature of
an order of proceedings. Professor Thomp-
son's musio legson, deseribed in the report
of lnat week’s proceedings, reenforces the
hint and it is hoped that the executive
committes will heed it in makiog up the
programme for next year. There is no
apparent reason why a skilled instructor
in arithmetie, in grammar, in geography,
or in any of the other branches taught in
the schools—not forgetting the good old-
fashioned accomplishments, reading, writ.
ing and spelling—may not with equal
sucoess and in like manner unfold tried
and effective methods of instruction to
the hundreds of untrained teachers who
attend these meetings animated by a sin-
cera desire to learn something, to oateh
some suggestion, that shall help them in
the needy distriet schools to which they
minister. Generalizations, glittering or
otherwise, do not fill the bill. Something
specific is needed, and the older, the well
trained teachers, by example as well ag
precept, should enlighten the raw recruits,
In a profession in which the great body
of the practitioners are women, and are to
be women, it was noticeable that no one
of the many intelligent and capable
women teachers in the state had parts in
the exercises. They certainly should not
decline assignments, nor should they be
able to plead by way of explanation of
their non-appearance on the bills that they
have had no assignments to decline. It
wad sometimes apparent during the read-
ing of a paper or the delivery of an ad.
dress that the principal of a school may
be & good Instructor but an unsuccesaful
essayist, Some of these efforta were dis-
tinguished by their  learned length " and
lack of point, while an ocoasional bright,
extemporaneous speech was short and
sweet with the very essence of specific,
intelligible and helpful discourse.
Notwithstanding obvious errors of
omission and commission, the work the or-
ganization has done merits high com-
mendation. Its officers, and particulsrly
its executive committes, which has borne
the brunt of the labors incident to organ-
izing and holding the late meetings, de-
serve more than s hackneyed word of ae-
knowledgment. It is in no conventional
spirit that the honor due is rendered for
the self-sncrificing labors, the energy and
enthusiasm its members have displayed
in the disoharge of their difficnlt daties.
In ways which cannot be catalogued good
will coma ont of this gathering. The
meeting together of so large a number of
men and women engaged in a common-
eanse is a source of inspiration. It de-
velops an esprit de corps which imparts
character and consequence to its mem-
bers, Encouragement and incitement
are canght from contact with kindred
spirits, In comparing notes, in social
discnssions, in the friction of rival theo-
ries and methods, progress is made, Such
an assembly is a kind of teachers' ex-
change, to which each brings his own ex-
perience and professional wealth, and
takes away thal of his fellow members,
The public as well as the teacher guild
should unite beartily in encouraging this
organization, and the organization shoald
earnestly devote itself to a course of man-
agement which by ita attractiveness and
its usefulness shall enlist the enthusiastio
support of the twenty-five hundred teach-
ers in the state, instead of the indifferent
allegiance of a tithe of that number,

New York Trmoung: “The lelters
addressed to us in reference to our ex-
posure of the abuses of divorce are piling
up proofs of what we said long ago, that
the root of the evil and the most formid-
able obstacle to reform is the widespread
demoralization of public opinion, The
most gignificant indication of the loss of
any popular standard of right and wrong
in the matter is the behavior of the clergy.
Noarly all the churches have declared
themselves, more or less strongly, in sup-
port of the sanctity of marriage; and yet
there is never a divorce case so scandal-
ous that the guilty party cannot find a
clergyman to remarry him or her as soon
a4 the trial is over. Some of the worst of
these remarringes have been performed
lately by clergymen of dhe two churches
—the Roman Catholio and the Protestant
Episcopal—whose laws with respect (o
divoree are the most strioct. The exouse
offered by the offeuding ministers in these
instances is ignorance of the fact—which
is only another way of saying that they
took no pains to inquire, FPerhapa the
New England sssooistion which is mak-
ing such & good fight against the mon-
strous evil may as well begio by attacking
the laxity of the clergy. You can hardly
expeot society to treat & union ms bi
mous when it has been blessed by the
chureh.”

t

Notes and Comments,

Tur Comte de Paria is said to be fond
of Amerloans and proud of his sonnee-
tion with this =country. His service nan
staff offiser with General MoClellan hna
ever aince made him partial to the society
of American generals, and nearly all of
those who have visited Franee have en-
joyed his hospitality at Ku, on the English
Channeal, where he haa a beautiful chatean.

Trx statea hold elections next Tues-
day—Conneotiont, Maryland, Massachu-
setts, Minnesota, Mississippi, Nebrasks,
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and |
Virginia. With the exception of N»'I
braska, New York and Pennsylvania these
states eleot governors, state officers and
legislators, and in the three states named
minor state offioers and legislators are to
be chosen,

Brookryx Uxtox: “To elect s man |
United States senator for a term of six
years, after he has reached the age of
seventy-five, would be a novel thing, yet
that is what Vermont seems likely to do
in the owse of Justin 8, Morrill, Mr. Mor-
rill's third term io the senate will end on |
the 4th of March, 1885: and on the 14th
of April following he will complete his |
seventy-fifth year. But he isstill a vigor-
ous man, with a eapacity for further serv-
iea. Vermont does not raise a large erop
of great men, but Edmunds and Morrill
have made one of the strongest senatorial
teams entered by any of the atates.”
New Yonk Sux: “The Datroit Even- |
ing Journal, a cleverish paper of the
modern kind, contends that ‘the two-
column editorial is ont of date;' ¢ the
bright, snappy, fresh paragraph has
usurped the place of the solemn labored
leader,” This opinion is not withont
reason, but it is mistaken nevertheless.
The essential difference between the high |
journalism of the present day and that of
the past congists in adapting the dizous- |
sion of the editorial page to the necessi- |
ties of the case. It may be necessary to
write long articles, and then they mnnt‘
be written. The bright, snappy para-
graph bas its use, but it will not do to
set it up as the only mode of journalistic
debate. Common sense must govern in
all things, and the means must slways be |
adapted to the ends, Let our estesmed
con‘emporaries of the soecalled modern
schools take these truths to heart. Long
articles and elaborate leaders are often
indispensable.”

BostoN ApVERTISER : “ Senator Mor- |
rill of Vermont advises his friends that |
the prospect for his re-election next year
is good. Although he will be seventy-five |
years old when his term expires, if his
health continnes firm, he is likely to se-
cure a fourth term. Mr, Morrill is & rec-
ognized authority in the senate on matters
of finance and tariff. The tariff under
which the commercial interests of the
country have more than doubled in twenty
years was framed by him in 1502, and all
the changea since then have been made
under his guidance, Mr. Morrill's promi-
nence is largely due to an incident, which
was intended for a different effect. When
he entered congress before the war, the l
republicans incladed E., B. Washburne,
Schuyler Colfax, Anson Burlingame,
Henry L. Dawes, E. B. Morgan, John
Sherman, and C. C. Washburne on their
side, Mr, Morrill was then in middle
life, whose education had been acquired
in a store, whence he had graduated with
a small fortune to come to congress, The
demooratic speaker looked over the repub- |
lican side to find the weakest man to put |
on the ways and means committee. He
chose Mr, Morrill. No sooner was it done
than the young member went to work on
economic questions. He studied them so
diligently that he became an authority,
was made chairman of the committee
when his own party obtained the majority,
and has ever since devoted himself almost |
entirely to those features of legislation.
While not so broad a man as Mr. Ed-
munds, he has done remarkably faithful
service. A reelection at his advanced
age wonld be unusual, but his sturdy
health makes it less dubious than that of
many a younger man."”

Yormont State Teachers’ Assoclatlon.

The thirty-fourth apnasl meeting of the
Vermont State Teachers' Assoclation was
opened at the Pavillon parlors

WEDNESDAY EVENING

at eight o'clock. President Leavenworth mot
belog present, the meoting wis called to order

| supplies n subject that is worth

| and method, not the acquisition of knowledge

| agreeable intellectual gymupastic exercise, is

| lury the problem to be solved i«

| drill in phynsical geogeaphy, elements of sont-

nllnnnuqhworu thoroughly st one's command,
he would have control of the langangs, A vo-
cabnlary s to be given, first, hy memorizing,
LAnts of words shonld be committed to memory,
and with them should be learned the ordioary
principles af word-formation, lke amator from
amars, so that the memory may have both an
wid and A guide In gaining many words, But
to make the aequisition of & vooabulary per.
manent, It must be used, Theear and tongne,
ne waoll ne the eyes, must be employed, The
wohiolar most be made to J'vmnnum:i the Latin,
not perfunctorlly, but after the passage has
Heen mastared so that the thought mny enter
hiln mind In lta original dress, It must be
vitnlized by speaking. From the time he is
ablo to put two words together he should be
made to constriot sentences, and simple con-
versntions whonld be carried on upon subjects
that muy interest un well as upon the lesson.
Greater slowness In the earller part of the
courss will more than be made up ns the stu-
dent advances.  This learning and nsing of a
voorbulary has & high diseiplinary vaine, for
the balnncing of Ideas and discriminating in the
1use of terme in one of the most profitable parts of
logoistic stady, The exnmination of forms is
mervicenble only as It lends to this, This same
practice should be supplementsd by * reading
at slght,'” n term often misunderstood, for it
does not Imply a freedom from study, but
rather a diligent applleation of what has been
Isarned without depsndence npon & lexloon,
It in the applieation to Latin of the method by
which we read Eoglish—[lollowing & sentence
from beginning to end in the logienl order In
which the writer armanged it. No one would
think of tearing an English sentence to pieces
to gain its mmninr-—nn moreahonld hon Latin
sontonce, but, taking them ns they wtand, fol-
low them through as Cloero or Hornos or Tacle
tus wrote them. Till the scholar can do that
he can never read Latio, and not till he reads
can he apprecinte or enjoy ite literature, as
distinguished from its Englikh transiations.
In o different direction & beneficial pragics in
the Iatter part of the preparatory conrsn s the
writing out of trnnslations, The classic author
of ponsidera-
tion, and the difference In the geniun and
structore of the twb Iangonges s so graat that
the preparation of a cenreful transintion Is one of
the best exercises in the formation of An ¥n-
gliuh style, The pursnit of a method like this
willinot lessen, hut eather coftaloly Inorease the
dixcipline galned from the study of Latin, will
open up its literaturs to the acquaintance of
the student, will introdoce ‘him to new and
wider flelds of intersst and study, and glve to
Latin u greater dignity and nsefulneps.

In defense of the study of Greek, P'rofessor
8. F. Emerson of Burlington referred to the
ngitation of the question of the stady of the
clisslen. The times demanded to know ' What
Is Greak good for,” The stody of Greek devel-
ops thoss mental qualites which are essential
to practica. success. The classics and mnthe-
matica are the basls of all sducation, ** What
]I-_:epnmtlun in Greek do the colleges expeot?”

16 colleges have in view edocation, Educa-
tion 1 not a fixed quantity to be galned like a
diplomn. It is tealning, fitting for life in all
its manifold phasea. Life's problems demand
two requisites, capacity and method, intel-
lectunl capacity and the skill to nse it in the
right way. Ita two classes are development of
powers and direction of powera. Digcipline

in the kense of information, is the object of col-
1ege education, Development of power admits
of wide coneeption, for the taste, the feelings,
tha affections, need development as well na the
intellect. For all this work there is no fitter
instroment than the Greek. It {s nlso nn nd-
mirable director of powers. The reprodoction
of a forelgn classio Into one's own Ianguags s
harnessine onegelf lnto the traces behind a
strong Intellect, Greek is capable of develop-
ing the highest powers of the intellect as well
ns the tnstes, feelings, and s Tections and of di-
recting them to noblest umes, The fnilure of
the college to got [rom Greek inatwo years'
course all that it is eapable of réndering, the
redson whe it is regarded by stodents as a dis-

Iargely owing to the defective preparstion
wlich the schools and ncademles give The
colleges, then, expect of these gchools such prop-
aration as will enable them to rench the high-
eat reanlts porsible in their Greek courses,
Specifically, & thorongh mastery of the forme,
familineity with Its fandnmental syntax and o
moderate vocabulary, A definite lplnn by tho
fitting school, mot the accomplishment of
enough to piass the entrance expmination, will
Iy the fonndstions for & proper superstructure
of Greek study, Thorongh mastery of forms
is the first requisite. Koow the grammar,
The speaker had usunlly combined the selen-
tific nod natural methods, beginning with form-
learning and transiation simultaneously, Powe
pession I8 use, Soecess in the methods em-
ployed in teaching modern langnages had been
secured by forcing the pupils to wse the lan-
guaee, Sensuond impressions in the first stage
of education must be supplewented by much
after lnbor to secare usaful possession, Memo-
riter recitations mdmit of much general eor-
rectness with much individual insccurncy, The
best corrective of such Indefitensss 18 writing,
subject to inspection. In uuqu!llnﬁz 1 voesrbno-
10W to con-
perve the waste of energy and time lno thumb-
ing the lexivon Coneentration and consecu-
tivenoss, the principle employed in the schools
ol modern langusges, might not be practieable
In tewching Greek, Memorizing lista of voos-
bles, frequent and rapid reviews are exceed-
ingly serviceable, Reviews fasten forms and
words, employ the natursl operstion of mem-
ory, repetition, and disclose the hidden avenues
into the wpirit and strocture of the Ianguage
and the mind of the writer. Si;ih: reading,
useful in ita place, in the opinion of the spenker
tends to superficinlity in so diMoglt & lnoguage.
He highly commended Greek composition, the
use of mnnﬁ and simple sentences to vary dail
upon the blackboard, The method of Gree
study Is open to ¢riticlsm, but®the fault is net
with the Greak but with the Greek instructor,
Professor L. A, Austin, Middlebury, asked
the fittivg sehools to include in their English
department the completion of algebra and ge-
omatry, and toadd to their course thorough

omy and physiology, physlcs and English his-
tory, hesides |Imylng more attention to reading
and practioal English grammur,

THURSDAY'S HESSION,

After prayer by Professor L. A, Austin of
Middlebury and the reading of the secretary’s
report, Rev. Sheldon Juekson uddressed the
meeting on "' Eduoational Intorestsin Aluska,™
He said a belt there from fifty to seventy miles
wide and hundreds of miles long, enough to
make hnll-n-dozen Inrge states, had n um\wr
ate ¢limate, an average winter climate like
that of Keotucky aud a summer climate like
that of Minnosota, Tbumlple WEre COomparss
tively rich by teade, liv In houses and wore
the clothing of civilized people, though they
were savages. While under the control of
Russin thoy were provided with government
and schools, but gince coming into the posses-
slon of the United States both these elements

by Prinelpnl Hurdy of the execotive committes,
Principal W. . Sanderson of Woodstock was
elected georetary pro tem, and Prinolpal L. V,
Haskell of Windsor treasnrer pro tem. Pro-
fessor J, K. Lord of Dartmouth college began

Preparation do the Collegea Expect from the
High Schools nnd Academlos?’ Professor Lord
#aid: The objects of Latin study, briefly
stated, wre: () discipline; (b) konowledge of
Latin lHterature, including that of antiquities
and social lUfe; (o) wn neovsniotince with &
type of mind unlike any that exists to-day.
The Inst, thongh often overiooked, is of grost
Importance,
est forces in the dumlurmenl of character, and
the personality of the Romuns impressed upon
their lunguage makes itself felt by those who
study it, and differing so greatly from that of
modern languages exerts u specially strong
and stimolatiog Intluence upon those who
study the langusge. The speaker main-

not pecure the advantages f!ru;u»ﬂi, Dincl-
pline is gained, but not to the extent that is
possible or desirable, Knowledge of Latin lit-
erature, aa such, s not galned. s hiswory, Ita
authors and their worke are known by the
study of English histories and oriticlsms. Until
the student can read Latin authors in the
original, for pleasure or profit, as he does
moderns Isnguages, he cannot koow the e
ture na A collection of literary compositions.
To remwedy this defeot, Latin shoold be twught
s A liviog language.  Like the child in mas-
tering his own tongue, the Latin papll must
lenrn the vocabnlary while obtaioing the mas-
tery of the piradigms of declension and conju-
gotlon,  The Iack of a vooabulary s the

reatest difficnlty with which students to-dsy
ﬁn\'u to contend ; they are familinr with con-
structions, and they can repest rules of syntax,
but when they open s Latin book the page
does not light up with nufunuuuuu. bockuse
the words are unfamiliar. The préeparation of
i losson conslsts in thumbing the leaves of &
lexicon to find the meaplug of words that
ought to be perfectly koown, Waids are
the signs of idess, the symbols of thoaght, aud
if, frum the outset, attention Is direcked to
these in thelr relations, it will be the

thought
and not the form that will attmmet ohlef atton-
lon, 1f s thousand words, st the most Yberal

5

the meeting by reading a paper entitied, **What |

Persopality s one of the strong- |

tulned that present methods of justruction do |

of civilization had been withdrawn, and he
| meked the teachers to paas resolutions arglog
| songreds to appropriste S25,000 for support of
schools. The president appointed as commit-
tee, to draft a saitable resolution, Principal
Bingham of Heattisboro, Principal Mesd of
Middlsbury, Principal Guidtllvmlluf St. Albans,

“What Constitutes n Praoctionl Educstion
| waa the subijeot of a esensible and suggestive
|nrllirmm by Professor J. E. Goodrich of Bur-
lington, He distinguished betwsen a ** prac-
| tieal " edocation and ' Industrisl ' edueation,
| Industrial schools mlght{‘;u possible in cities,
but the village or rural "district school eould
not be converted (nto a comblontion of several
shops designed to train childesn for thelr pros-
pective ut:t::‘osuuw. The meaning of the term
practical education depends upon how long
the training process Is to Iast, what is to be the
boy's life-work und whether it iy desiead to
produce & dexterous machine or salong with
dexterity an Intelligent soul aod valusbie eitl-
zen, Lot education have regaed to utllity, and
especially lot early training begin by incessant
prictics, Leave reasons and theories tlll the
Uehild Is ready for them. Teach him how to
| do; to ride, row, awim, torn & handsome fur-
row, to recognize animale, trees, plants, which
come under his eye. The child of elght and
\lun can study thiogs with more profit than

valgar fractions, and st twelye or fourteen can
do better than put all his epergles lnto gram-
mar rules and parsing, What 18 most wanted
in the early uuim in that the power and habit
of observatior be onltivated,  Abllity to per-
celve with tho mind as well as the eye will
stund him in good stend when reason ssserts
its supremacy, when great moral questions en-
gross attention.  Thero Is no substitute for the
mentn) gymnustics furalshed by lingulstio and
wathemutical stodies. These sre not tw he
dispammged, Ph

{alml selsnoe por muthematics
together can make good the loss of laogusge
tendoing, The schems of practionl education
| shonld loelude sone trade, for obvious proden-
tnl mnd cconomivc rensons, Classionl eduos-
tion need not be hopracticabls,  Latin and
Greok as well ns Fuglish and German are to
be lenrued in order to use, to unlock the Hters-
ture behilod the langusge aod to study the
peaple 4 revealsd Lo the literature. The incl-

given to Latin and Greek, but they shonld be

rather regarded as lostroments for renching
troasures alae inncoessible, This gives n
tlonal motive for thair pursuit.  Even from the 1
study of chess one may derive a discpline
which another falls to derive from a four years
collegn training. Not evory boy would be
E:ﬂﬂwd by n oinesieal conree but one designing
anter ons of the professions makes & mistake
it he does not obiain the best attalnable prepn- |
mtlon. The speaker justly criticlusd the ten.
dency of young man to jnmp the four or seven
yonrs of Troftful discipline, to enter & profes.
#lon by n short ent, to go stralght from the dis-
trict sohoo! or the middie of an nosdemic
cotirie to the leotnre room of what should be &
postegendunts conrse.  The practioal inolades
something mors than the directly usefal. It
muat conoern the whole range of & man's pow-
oy, the whole field of his duties, It must em-
brace that preparation aod those gualities
which maks the worthy citizen, the well
balanced man; most take aceount alao of the
fact that this life is but the vestibule to A life
beyond.
Tor ** Relation of Classionl to Selentific Stod-
fon'" was the subject of an interesting dis-
oussion between i'rlmelmt E. H Barlow of
Wost Lobanon, N, H,, und Professor S 11,
Brackstt of 8t, Johnabury, The following in
the substance of Mr, Batlow's paper: The
fesling of dissntisfaction with school and ool-
lega stodies was widely extonded, Teachers
and patrons knew something wias wrong bnt
found it hard to sny what, so that many mis-
ook bd methodu for good ends, Iloueu{t wihe
easy for one to Aind fault with the so-onlled ex-
cesnive stndy of classics, and to advocate in-
atend w study of ontural selences,  Classical
studies are no lees practioal than seientific stod-
les, Yot the object of ull school and college

shonld not be, anything but general.  Mental
development only, the power to get, and not
the gotting of skill for specinl work is all that
puablic !cﬁuul! may legitimately do,  The
dharge that schools are not practionl is hest an-
swired by saying they ought not to be prace
tieal, They fall if thay become practical, The
best course for n gelentific student to purene, s
n clngsicnl one ne & prepacation for his sclen-
tific study. The scientific work properly sup-
plaments the classical, but eannot be a subati-
tute for it, This does not mean that the hand
and the eye should not be trained. Industrial
achools, however, shonld be regurded as post-
gradunte, and technleal. No publie school
ghould tench a profession or trade, For mental
development expetience has furnished nothing
equnl to Inngusge study,  How muoh khould
b studied depends on time spant, and natural
ability of pupll and Ilruhnhle life work, Most
of our prominent colleges bave tried from time
to time, to mike n course of general enlturs by
furnishing sclentific instruction, and replacing

it hae pever succeeded. The best scientific
students have been the clnesionl,
maothods of tenching the classics shonld prevail
is obvious, The speaker affirmed that an ex-
rlence In college of fifteon years, had epabled
1im to observe liternlly hundrads of cases of
training nnder both systems, with but one re-
wult, and that in favor of the classics,
Professor 8. H. Bravkett, speaking in favor
of sclentific studies, said that edncators cannot
gerionsly propose to set aside either the classios
or the mathematics or the sciences, a8 n part
of n liberal education, Classionl study has
an honored pedigeee ; sclentific methods of
thonght and inquiry are of recent dats, What
Is the selentific spirlt ¥ Induotive reasoning is
its maln priveiple. It seeks to Investigate with
fresdom from prejudics, with full comprehens
sion of principle;, to reason with logleal and
mathematical acenracy till Inwe nre discovered
aod proved, The discoverer is of more lm-
portance than the Inventor, It s & shume to
troe science and & sad comment on public dis-
cernment to call A smattering knowledge of a
few [acty the learning of a sclence.  So has
clussical work heen superficial. Why has the
nrgument of C, F, Adams made soch a stir ?
The work of the best schools was in Adums’
time imperfect. The better teaching of to-dny
fa the resnlt of the sclentific and Improved
methods. The great question in classical and
soientific tmiining Is as to which gives the
grenter strength of mental grasp. Classios st
best oan give but part of the necesanry mental
discipline, though an important part, {t ls resd-
ily mcknowledged. They cultivate first the
perception and memory. They aleo triin to
choiee of langunge and rhetorical finish. There
is also a good discipline ol the reasoning power
but when this is apalyzed it is found to be o
the nnture of successive, numerous, direct in-
ferences, not of continnoos and sustained rea-
soning, It {8 more of lotnition than abstrsc-
tion.  On the other hand, sclentific work is of
long continued logical and abstract reasoning,
and #o is of a higher tfpe of discipline, An
intrieate demonstration in geometry or algebra
i# & higher and more difficnlt process of mind
than a determioation of & poiot of syotax
Why are wo many classical studenta perfectly
swamped by ordinary geometry, and can only
memorize it 7 They may bave good command
of lapgunge, but cannot oArry on an abstract
rensoning, 10 It Is sald, as it I8 sometimes,
that we find poor classical scholurs who may
puccesd in pelentific stody, we are brought
here aginin to the popular misconception of sei-
ence, To learn & few faots is pot to know m
gelence. The poor classionl seliolar mry learn
fnots of sclence because ke is interested Inthem,
but he may never become o true scholur, The
question of the relation of scientific to classioal
study Is not the same to-day as even fifty years
ago, It s far more important than ever. To
become & proficient in sclence, to be fit to
grapple with its great guestions, requires a
long and mevere discipline, under most judi-
clous supervision, Sclence proposes questions
not of speculation merely, bot
toward which & solid though steep and rugged
piath of logical and positive ground Invites all
who are able to pursue.  Whit can we teachers
do in this highest sod best culture ? Thoss of
us in humble place; but little; bot we do not de-
spise the day of small thiogs, Elementary in-
struction must be largely ocenpled with detalls,
but sl that swakens the young may do good.
It 1s & great mistake to put scientific and olussi-
cnl work in such relation to each other as wo
do in onr acadomies and colleges, All we do
in seademies and much in college is but of the
wimplest, elementary kind. Oan gradunting
from college u faithful student [ ready to do
good work in litersturs, but in sclence the av-
erage college gradoate s but a tyro and the
world in general has had po fair comparison
between the two, When students dothree and
four years' solld work in sclence snd four
{un more in college It will be time to make &
air comparison.

An nddress on the * Uses and Abuses ¢f the
Rank System,'” by Dr. ¢, C. Rounds of Piym-
outh. N. H., opened the afternoon exercises.
Dr. Rounds advised teschers to keep & record
of the work dono by esch pupll, as & matter of

rotection to the instructor, na & means of re-
iable iInformation as to the standing of esch
papll and as & means of showing to scholars
who might, for apy reason, be in need of such &
stimulus or correction, the record which thelr
industry nnd faith{ulness, or their indolence or
indifference, was making for them, To aveid
the injustice which the most carefully kept
record might do to pupils of nearly an equal
standing, and to avoid the lojurlovs nervons
strnin which the publication of this record may
produce in certain cuses Dr. Roupds sadvised
that the pupll’s standing be disclosed uu'.g-
to the individoal popil or to the purents. 1l
the relative standing of scholars Is known, it
should come sbout only by their disclosing
thelr standing to each other,

Principan! C, H. Goldthwait of St Albans
read & puper opon " General Exerclses ' in
schools, In no department of edueation has
greater progress been mnde than in this mat-
ter of genersl exerclses, A time bonored

for this special parposs.  The whole #ffalr is
often lamwe und inefficient. If we epltomize
the selence of education we might not find »
better formula than this: Attention, Interest,
growth. Any method defective in any of these
pulnts must be fanlty, In genopsl exercises
perfect order In demunded
pocure nttention of my puplls?’ Attsotion if
songht for lts own sske is but an «m ty form,
Never lot it appesr that you are tryivg to
mike yoor peholar attestive, There is uoth-
ing like n sense of participation in each papil's
mind | enconrage, therefors, the splrit of orig-
inal research.  The prime causs of the juedl-
far removed from the freshness und lifs of the
school room, la the form of & paradox, meke
ovory gensral axercise & reciation snd every
reciiintion & goneral exercise.  Don't wake it
pyrotechnle sort of work, The main object of
the reoitation s to exerciss the thinking pow-
ors. Great gantion wits ndvised In takiog time
from recitation for genersl exercises, There
o many subjects not directly conne oted with
wehioo! rontine which should form a part of the
sducation of youth. Knetoricals, the correc-
tion of themes, exercises o lsogusge, whuere
supplementary rending has become n prineiple
o advanced grades, n study of certaln nuthors,
tlhie writer's words set to musie, recliation from
his works, ete., reports of the news of the day,
a dinry of the sehool, ete, In the public sehools

dental nod disclplinnry sdvantagoe of classioal
study way by themseives jostify the attention

of Newton s great deal of attention Is pald to
object lessons in morals and maoners, A

training, bolow technleal schools, is not, and |

Latin and Greek with French and German, and |

That better |

nestions |

mothod s to set apart & certain portion of tme |

' flow can | best |

cleney of genersl exercises is thnt they are too |

noble manhood and womanhood, & consclence
more tepder, a love of country more Intalil-
gent, & broader comprehension, thews are the
resnlta to be thonght out and wronght ont.

Principnl Hardy of West Itandolph supple-
mented the writtan nddross by some vigorous
axtomporaneous remarks, defining ' general
axeroises,'” indicating their purpose and expinin-
Ing his method of conducting such exorciass,
He snld he gave from half to three<quartera of
an hour dally to this method of lnstriction,
Bome of thesa exarclues consisted of recliation
of gema of poetry, memorised, perhinps, from
the leaves of a Longfellow mlam‘nr, phort ex-
erclaes In drawing, questions on some taple,
short eotapositions, spelling, letter writing,
business forms, news of the day, ete,, all withs
ont prévious preparution. On one oconsion he
lind neked the postmastar to come befors the
sehinol, all the dell'nnmnnl- nssembled together,
to explnin the United States postnl system,
At nnother the president of the nutlonnl bank
lind elovidated the banking system and one
folded pome of the mysteries of the currency.
He placed n high estimate upon the value of
#uch exercisss i preceded Ly judicious and
thoughtfol preparation on the part of the
tancher.  Principal Edson warmly advoeated
this feature of school instroction, saying he
would have general exercises, If had to glve ap
a recitation,

The committes appointad in the morning to
report on the subiject of edueation In Alnska

sresented the following, which was adopted:
| The Vermont State Teachoers' Associstion in
session at Moptpelier, Ootober 2487, 1540, learm
| with regret that alnce the transfer of Alnsks
from Russeln to the United States slxteen yenrs
linve been allowed to puss withoot extending
to the popuiation educationn] advantages, We
feel nsbamed, ns Amarionn citizens, that any
aection of onr land shonld be worse off educa-
tiopnlly than when nunder the ocontrol of
Rossin, we linving falled to continne the
schonls that for many yenrs were sustalned by
the Ruossinn government, We laarn, therefore,
with great plessure that on the 16th of Feb-
runry, 1882, the President transmitted to con-
gress, n communication from the Searetary of
the Interior, recommending that an appropria-
tion of £50,000 be made for the establishmont
aod maintennncs of schools in Alaskn; and
that the Hon, Seoretary of the Interior pros
poses to make to the coming congross & recoms
mendation for industrial schools In that conn
try. Therefore we join in the earnest request
of the better portion of the American peopls
that an approprintion e made for the estab-
Hebment of an industrind tenining school similar
to those at Cirlisle and Humpron, at Sitka the
onpitnl; nlso for the establishment under the
direction of the national bureau of education of
rehiocols st the chiel centres of population in
Alaskn, That copies of this paper signed by
the president nnd secratary of this asscelation
be transmitied to the Hon Secretary of the
Intarior and both honses of congress.

At the evening session, Professor E. H. Ruos-
sell of Worcester, Mass., delivered to s large
audience his leoture entitied ** English Litera-
ture as an Element in Education,' The leoture
wan valuable in matter, the pointa the spesaker
wished to elucidute belng enforesd by quota=
tions from some of the best writings of stand-
ard English nuthors, in pross and poetry, The
length of this lecture and the limited space at
the disposal of & report of exercises which con-
tinued over three days of time and embraced
the addresses of wo many individuals reloet-
antly compel & brief and meager notice ol this
valunble contribution to the general discussion
of the edpcational question.  On the invitation
of Principa] Hardy, H. Porter Smith of Boston
| fnvored the sssocistion with a select reading,
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Prayer was offered by Rev, H. A. Spencer.
The question, * What Supervision by the State
would Be Most Efcient?* came up for discos-
pion, Priocipal B. F. Biogham of Brattleboro
gave his views on this matter, By some Inad-
vortence Mr. Biogham's remarks and others
on this subject were not reported,

“How can the Upgraded Schools Best Be-
come Graded?" F. F, Whittier of Hanover
fouud the answer to this guestion in the sys-
tem advocated by Professor Walt of Morgan-
town, West Virginia, in & work upon this sub-
jeet, A uniform conrse of study in the schools,
under the direction of systematic and ¢ffective
supervizion, the course occuping & fixed term
of years to complete, regular grudonting exer-
cisen with diplomas, and the usunl et-ceteras
which give eolat to such ocemsions in the
higher grades of schools and enlist the Interest
of parents and pupils, are the chiel features in
the plan proposed. Professor Rochelesn of
Randolph sald it wonld amount to little to
grade lr:a ungraded schools so long as neither

school officers nor teschers had “f permi-
| mency of office. State Svperintendent Dartt wos
of ihe opinion that & endical change in the state
| sehool system by which the rneal sehool dise
| tricts muy be benefited must precede any at-
wmpt to frame apy system of grading the an-
graded sehools. He had devoted moch thooght
to the condition of these schools. The more be
examined the evils from which they suffer the
less e knew lhow to go to work to apply a
remedy. The town system had been suggested,
Thut system wonld require important changes
before it conld commend itself to his judg-
ment, What those changes might be the
spenker did not indicate, much to tho regret of
his henrers who bad hoped that at lepgth the
superintendent’s ideas hnd taken definite shape
and that he would be able to unfold them to
o walting publle.  Principnl Haskell of Wind-
sor thought it was idie to " lleon our curs’’
wiiting for & "‘change of system."” Fault
| was found with the system, but when the
fault finders were asked to propose a change
they bindn't anything to offer. Let us go to
work and make the most of the present system
s0 long as it Is the gystem under which we
must work, for the present at least,

Principal A. W. Edson of Randolph discussad
the question, '* How can Pupils be Best Taught
to Think.'" This subject iz not & new one.
“The primary principle of education,” said
Sir Willlam Hamilton, ** is the determination
of the pupil to self-notivity,—the doing noth-
ing for bim thut he is able to do for himself."
A teacher should be ome who (1) Imparta
instruction amd (2) affords coltore,  The
near-slghted tencher looks at immediate re-
anlts und gumges progress Ly the text-book.
The far-sighted teacher regards the children
before him as the germs of the eitizens of onr
| republic. Puplls may be taught to think: (1)
By the teacher dolpg some mctive thinking.
Activity provokes activity and the thinking
tencher will stimulate thought. (2) By a
| proper assignment of lessons, By pro-
coading from the known to the unkpown, The
tencher shonld early find the basls on which
the child can Intelligently proceed, and from
what he already knows, strive to lead him to
| s pew traths. (4) By traiolog the perunlr-
tive, Imagioative aud reflective faculties in
their proper order. (5) By exciting the child's
curiosity, Children are willing and gind to
lenrn new fucts, Do pot repress their curlosity
by nssisting too mogch, (6) By msking stimo-
lating questions and requiring them to do the
game, Let the questions be pertinent, and
ench pupll obliged to do lis share in asking
and mnswering questions.  (T) By teaching
coneeptration—attention. Teach pupils o se-

(3)

complish the utmost possible work in the
| shortest possible time,  Tesch pupils to work
Lsrd when they pretend to work at all. (8) By

teaching the pupils to express themselves prop-
erly. ' 1 know but I ean’t tell,'"" Is nonsense.
Langnnge and thought go hand in band,
Teach langunge and thus develop thought.
(9 By genersl exercises. Muoch valunble in-
formidtion may in this way be brought to the
pupil's moties. (10) By making l!-s work in
the sarlous brupches practical—real, In read-
ing feel the peotiment, express the thought.,
Iu arithmetic keep to the practical. lo gram-
mir, begin with Ianguage lessons, 1o geog-
raphy, begin with the school-house, school
yard, et¢. 1o all sehool work, make careful
preparition so us best to teach the puplls to
thiuk, think. THINK,

On this subjsct President Buckham said that
from his positiin hie reviewed the work of the
teachers of the cammon schools, the high schools
wnd the agademies, It would surprise the
tenchors to lenrn that their Instruction was de-
ficlent especinlly in the cultivation of the mem-
ory, He directed their attention to the import-
anvs of & good and well drilled wemory,
Power to think depends vpon thé material for
thonght, wnd material for thought depends upon
n retentive nnd active memwory. Men who have
become distingulshied in the professlons were
men who had good memorles.  The lmagle
patlon Is veglected 1o lustraction,  The devel-
opment of the lmaginative facnities strongly
jinflusnces the power to think, The tendency
of Ameriean Instruction has beén almost en-
| troly townrd analytical methods in study—to

ko things to pleces and put them together
fgnin. The speaker dwelt upon the desirbil-
ity of adopting also construciive methods in
teaching pupils how to think, the neoessity for
employing rtionsl for mechanical methods,
Rev Mr. Plerce of Randolph spoke instruct-
Ively upon ** The Personal Relations of Tescher
to Popil.""  Aequaintance with puptls outside of
the sehool rootn, the establishment of pleasanh
| relations with them on tho street, will conduce
| to inflyence over them o the school roum,
[ The confidence of the pupils should be won
and & guoulne Interest in their affalre culti-




